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Web Info through the Years

Â Number of pages 
indexed
Â 7/94 Lycos ï54,000 pages 

Â 95 ï10^6 millions

Â 97 ï10^7

Â 98 ï10^8

Â 01 ï10^9 billions

Â 05 ï10^10é

Â Types of content
Â Web pages, newsgroups

Â Images, videos, maps

Â News, blogs, spaces

Â Shopping, local, desktop

Â Books, papers, many formats

Â Health, finance, travel é

Whatôs availableHow itôs accessed
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Supporting Searchers

Â The search box

Â Spelling suggestions

Â Query suggestions

Â Advanced search 
operators and options 
(e.g., ñò, +/-, site:, filetype:, intitle:)

Â Inline answers

Â Richer snippets

Â But, we can do better é        
understanding context
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Search Today

User 

Context

Task/Use 

Context

Query Words

Ranked List

Search and Context

Document 

Context

Query Words
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Search and Context
Research prototypes: extend search algorithmic, 

capabilities, and user experiences

Â User Contexts: 
Â Finding and Re-Finding (Stuff Iôve Seen)

Â Novelty in News (NewsJunkie)

Â Personalized Search (PSearch)

Â Document/Domain Contexts: 
Â Metadata and search (SIS, Phlat)

Â Visualizing patterns in results (MemoryLandmarks, GridViz)

Â Dynamic information environments (DiffIE)

Â Task/Use Contexts: 
Â Pages as context  (Community Bar, IQ)

Â Richer collections as context  (NewsJunkie, PSearch)

Â Understanding, sharing (SearchTogether, InkSeine)


